Tuberculosis in the OR.
1. The likelihood of a patient having tuberculosis is increasing. Tuberculosis crosses all levels of our society, but is not evenly distributed. 2. Tuberculosis is generally spread via airborne routes in "droplet nuclei." Rarely, transmission can occur by direct inoculation via skin puncture with a contaminated object. 3. Persons who have active disease may or may not be infectious, depending on many factors.